
Washington, DC (April 24, 2012) – The Wood Products Council (WPC) announced today that Adrian Blocker 
has been appointed President and Chief Executive Officer of the U.S. WoodWorks initiative—a program 
aimed at encouraging architects, engineers and others to use more wood in non-residential and multi-family 
buildings and making it easier for them to do so.

“The creation of a full-time President and CEO position reflects the transition of WoodWorks from a pilot to 
mature national program,” said Christopher McIver, Chair of the WPC board and Vice President of Lumber, 
Sales and Corporate Development for West Fraser. “The pilot demonstrated that success is achievable; now 
it’s time to take the program to the next level. Adrian has a long history as a leader in the forest products 
industry and we’re excited that his experience and vision will be brought to bear on WoodWorks during its 
next critical phase.”

Prior to joining WoodWorks, Adrian was President of the Riverview Advisory Group and, in that capacity, 
served as President of the Southern Forest Products Association and Director of the Binational Softwood 
Lumber Council. Previous positions have included General Manager of U.S. Operations and Vice President 
of West Fraser, Inc., General Manager of International Paper (IP), and Director of Strategic Planning for IP’s 
consumer packaging business. He also held a variety of corporate and leadership positions at Champion 
International prior to its purchase by IP, including Vice President of Strategic Planning for wood products and 
forestland. Adrian holds degrees in forestry and business administration as well as an MBA from  
Mississippi State University. 

“It’s an important time for WoodWorks,” said Adrian, “because of the transition from pilot to mature initiative 
and because more design professionals are recognizing wood’s cost, performance and other benefits in a 
wider range of applications and could use our support. I’m looking forward to building on the successes 
already achieved and to further growing the market for all wood products.”

“On behalf of the WPC board, I would like to thank Kelly McCloskey & Associates for the excellent work they 
have done in establishing the program and managing the pilot,” said Chris. “Many years ago, Kelly was instru-
mental in creating the Canadian Wood WORKS! program, which has proven highly successful and was the 
model for WoodWorks in the U.S. It is due in large part to his team’s commitment and hard work that we have 
a strong and viable program going forward.”

About WoodWorks – An initiative of the Wood Products Council, WoodWorks (www.woodworks.org) is a 
cooperative venture of major North American wood associations, research organizations, government  
agencies and other funding partners. 

About the WPC – The Wood Products Council is a long established, non-staffed organization through which 
North American wood product associations cooperate on ventures of common interest. 
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